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          Council Chambers 

          Municipal Building 

          February 8, 2022 

 

The McAlester City Council met in a Regular session on Tuesday, February 8, 2022, at 6:00 

P.M. after proper notice and agenda was posted, February 7, 2022, at 4:00 P.M. 

 

Pastor Glenn Meyer, Trinity Lutheran Church gave the invocation and lead the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

 

Call to Order 

 

Mayor Browne called the meeting to order. 

 

Roll Call 

 

Council Roll Call was as follows: 

 

Attending: Weldon Smith, Cully Stevens, Cliff House, Randy Roden, Billy 

Jack Boatright, Kevin Beaty & John Browne 

Absent:    None 

Presiding:   John Browne, Mayor 

Staff Present: Pete Stasiak, City Manager; Jeb Jones, Public Works Director; 

Jayme Clifton, Community Development Director; John T. 

Hammons, City Attorney and Cora Middleton, City Clerk 

 

Citizens Comments on Non-Agenda Items 
Residents may address Council regarding an item that is not listed on the Agenda. Residents must provide their 

name and address. Council requests that comments be limited to five (5) minutes. 

 

There were no citizen comments. 

 

Consent Agenda 
All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by 

one motion. There will not be separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed 

from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately. 

 

A. Approval of the Minutes from the January 25, 2022, Regular Meeting of the McAlester 

City Council. (Cora Middleton, City Clerk) 
 

B. Approval of Claims for January 19, 2022, through February 01, 2022. (Sherri Swift, Chief 

Financial Officer) In the following amounts: General Fund - $80,081.74; Nutrition - 

$1,525.19; Employee Retirement - $1,591.63; Tourism Fund - $11,891.83; SE Expo 

Center - $670.00; E-911 - $3,553.23; Economic Development - $7,507.44; Grants & 

Contributions - $15,154.51; Fleet Maintenance - $5,427.06; CIP Fund - $4,852.29; 

Technology Fund - $11,728.79; Stormwater Fund - $11,262.31 and Infrastructure Fund - 

$41,572.79. 
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C. Consider and act upon, indefinitely postponing Tort Claim Number 210846-1-HW, filed 

by AT & T. (Cora Middleton, City Clerk) 

 

D. Consider and act upon, indefinitely postponing Tort Claim Number 210852-1-ME, filed 

by Joe Brawley. (Cora Middleton, City Clerk)  

 

E. Consider and act upon approving an Amended Lease Agreement between Les and Val 

Cashmere and the McAlester Airport Authority, to lease an Airport Hangar. (Kirk 

Ridenour, Economic Development Director)  

 

F. Consider and act upon approving the Hangar Lease Agreement between Joel Morgan and 

the McAlester Airport Authority. (Kirk Ridenour, Economic Development Director)  

 

Mayor Browne requested that item “A” be removed for individual consideration. 

 

A motion to approve the Consent Agenda items “B though F” was made by Councilman Smith and 

seconded by Councilman House.  There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, House, Stevens, Roden, Boatright, Beaty & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried.  

 

Items Removed from Consent Agenda 

 

A. Approval of the Minutes from the January 25, 2022, Regular Meeting of the McAlester 

City Council. (Cora Middleton, City Clerk) 

 

Mayor Browne commented that Councilman House had pointed out that the minutes stated that 

“the meeting was called to order by Mayor Browne” when it was actually called to order by 

Vice-Mayor Stevens. 

 

Councilman House moved to approve the minutes from the January 25, 2022, Regular Meeting 

with the correction of “Vice-Mayor Stevens calling the meeting to order”.  The motion was 

seconded by Councilman Smith, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers House, Smith, Stevens, Roden, Boatright, Beaty & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

A motion to open a Public Hearing to receive citizen input regarding the proposed William P. 

Mullen Park Trail Project and address a proposed ordinance amending FY 2021/2022 Budget 

was made by Councilman Smith.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Boatright, and the 

vote was taken as follows: 
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AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, House, Roden, Beaty, Stevens & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the Public Hearing was opened at 6:05 P.M. 

 

Public Hearing 
All persons interested in any ordinance listed under Scheduled Business shall have an opportunity to be heard in accordance 

with Article 2, Section 2.12(b) of the City Charter. 

 

• THE CITY OF MCALESTER INVITES THE PUBLIC TO ATTEND A HEARING 

FOR YOUR INPUT ON THE PROPESED WILLIAM P. MULLEN PARK TRAIL 

PROJECT IN MCALESTER, OK. THE HEARING WILL BE HELD DURING THE 

REGULAR McALESTER, OK. THE HEARING WILL BE HELD DURING THE 

REGULAR MCALESTER CITY COUNCIL METING AT 6:00PM. ON TUESDAY. 

FEBRUARY 8, 2022, IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF THE MCALESTER 

MUNICPAL BUILDING LOCATED AT 28 E. WASHINGTON AVE., McALESTER, 

OK 74501. 

 

• AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF McALESTER, OKLAHOMA, AMENDING 

ORDINANCE NO. 2718 WHICH ESTABLISHED THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL 

YEAR 2021-202; REPEALING ALL CONFLICITNG ORDINANCES; PROVIDING 

FOR A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

There were no comments from either the audience or the Council and a motion to close the 

Public Hearing was made by Councilman Smith.  The motion was seconded by Councilman 

Boatright, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Roden, Beaty, Stevens, House & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the Public Hearing was closed at 6:06 P.M. 

 

Scheduled Business 

 

1. Presentation of the Mayor’s Annual State of the City Address. (John Browne, Mayor) 
Executive Summary 

Presentation 

 

Mayor Browne presented the 2022 State of  the City address as follows: 

 

STATE of the City 2022 

 

"It's been a Long time coming. We've been in the running for so Long. But now we're on our way, Let the 

ride just take us. Side by side and make us, see the world through new eyes every day." 

 

Too often as a society we get caught up on false perceptions about things that then in turn drift 

into our outlook on success. For example, I went to school with a friend that was complaining 
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about a grade she had received on a test. She was really upset and beating herself up about it so I 

asked her what her score was; it was a 93. She had got 93% of the answers correct and received 

an A on the test but she was upset because it wasn't a 100%.  Her perception was that despite 

getting 93 answers correct and receiving an A she had failed. Now I'm not saying we shouldn't 

try for the best but we should also realize that success does not mean perfection. Many people 

confuse ideals for success when, in fact, success is making improvement. 

 

Making things better today than they were yesterday. Success isn't looking to past problems but 

it is looking to building a better future. It is celebrating accomplishments even when they don’t 

complete the process but do move  us closer to completion. With that in mind I'm happy to 

report that we have had a very successful year. 

 

They say the best things in life are free ... 

 

Unfortunately, in the municipal finance this isn't true. It takes money to run a city of our size. 

In total our budget for this year was around $46 million when you include our bond payment 

fund, our retirement fund, and our emergency funds. It is about $30 million for the general fund 

and MPWA. Those are some pretty big numbers and from the sound of them it seems we 

should be rolling in money. However, let's take a look at where some of this money is held. 

Our retirement fund is untouchable, we have it in great shape, around 90% funded, which is 

outstanding for this type of fund. Fully funded is in the 80% range but we still have to place 

about $200k in it to keep it up through the retiree withdrawals. Our Emergency Fund is 

required by law to maintain at a minimum of 10% of the overall budget balance. In this case 

app $4 million so every time the budget increases, we have to add money the next year. Our 

Bond Payment fund is paid through a 1cent dedicated sales tax. This currently produces app $4 

million per year. The annual bond payment is a little bit more than that so this fund has to be 

subsidized by the MPWA. With the exception of the retirement fund, these other funds are not 

revenue producing funds. So, any additions to them must come from either the general fund 

(sales tax) or the MPWA (utilities) . This is a long way to say that the $30 million referenced 

earlier is lowered by the amounts these other funds must be subsidized.  Along with money, it 

takes a lot of people to keep the city running. Our current head count is 229. Of this number 

111or 48% are for public safety, police, fire, and E911. Another 54 work in Infrastructure, 

streets, water, and wastewater. That puts us at 72% of our workforce are for basic functions of 

government. This leaves 28% for everything else-Parks, Nutrition, Economic Development, 

Engineering, Municipal Court, I.T.,  etc. As you can probably guess our biggest budgetary cost is 

personnel coming in at around 40%. Taking into account the previously mentioned subsidies 

and personal cost this leaves about 50% of our budget for everything else and there are many, 

many other things, infrastructure, water production, our fleet of vehicles that have to be 

replaced on a schedule to name a few. So, while our employees are some of the best, they are 

not free as the earlier quote states. 

 

In addition to these costs, we have nearly 200 lane miles of streets, hundreds of miles of water 

and wastewater lines and a large and multi-faceted storm water system. As you can imagine just 

maintaining this much infrastructure also takes a lot of money. In all honesty, even though we 

are doing well financially now we could double our revenue and it would still take a  number of 

years to be able to move  beyond repair on these systems and to maintenance and improvement. 
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Now that we have some background on how much it takes to keep the doors open and how 

much is needed to maintain the status quo. I'm happy to report that progress is being made. 

During the last 12-month period we have had some of the best months ever in our history. Our 

sales and use taxes have been very good. Keep in mind this has taken place during a pandemic 

and also before our new shopping center has opened. Another huge benefit we have going 

forward is you, the voters, passed the authorization for the city to borrow $32.5 million to fix 

the major problems we have in our water distribution system. What this will do, beyond 

limiting major water line breaks which have caused outages in the past and tie up man hours, is 

that it will allow us to spend a little bit more on other areas of infrastructure. Prior to this 

authorization we had only a one-half cent sales tax for all our infrastructure needs, water, 

wastewater and streets. The vote to authorize the loan had a sister ballot question that created a 

new one quarter cent sales tax to repay the loan. Putting this all together, our sales tax revenue 

has been on the increase. As part of that sales tax the one-half cent infrastructure tax collection 

has increased. We have the additional one quarter cent sales tax to alleviate the water line area, 

so we now can spend more on wastewater and streets. Tie this in with the storm water fee which 

can be used for curb and gutter work we are moving in the  direction of being able to make a 

little headway. Let's talk about the storm water fee and the system it is used on. Prior to passage 

of this fee 6 years ago a study was done to determine what and where our flooding and erosion 

areas were throughout the city. This was brought about by a mandate from EPA that cities our 

size were required to create such a study. As will come as no surprise to anyone a significant 

problem was uncovered. Over $20 million worth of problems were identified. $9 million of 

which were immediate problems. The storm water fee was created to address these issues. 

One area that most people don't associate with storm water runoff is how it can cause problems 

with the wastewater system. Our wastewater, or sewer system, is very old and as a result it 

has some areas of infiltration when we have heavy rains. Everybody has probably at one time or 

another seen sewage overflowing a manhole. Other than a stoppage in the line this can also be 

caused by rainwater flowing into and over filling the system. Another area that the storm 

water fee has been a huge benefit is our canal system. We have had catastrophic failures where 

whole sections of wall have fallen in. The repair cost when this happens can run as much as 

$1000 per foot. In our rustic canal system that flows between south main and the redbud area 

was causing flooding and erosion leading to property damage. This was a huge problem but I'm 

happy to say that great improvement has been made in this area.  Just something interesting that 

I’m sure  no one in this room is probably aware of, the canal I'm referring to near south main 

are under the jurisdiction of the Corps of Engineers so anything you do has to be within their 

regulations. 

 

Back to the state of the city, as how I began this talk, we are having a successful year. Are we 

satisfied with what we have accomplished? Let me put it this way, we are happy with the 

progress we have made. We have made a major inroad on improving our water system and by 

doing so we will be able to better address our other infrastructure needs. Our storm water 

funding will help us address some of  our wastewater problems by alleviating flooding in areas 

where the sewer system cannot handle additional inflow. We have had numerous projects that 

improve our park system including opening a splash pad at Leadership Park and beginning the 

process of building splash pads at Michael J Hunter Park and Mullins Park. Not to mention the 

new playground equipment at numerous city parks. Our thanks go out to the Choctaw Nation 
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for their help in carrying out our park improvements. We are adding sidewalks and bike lanes 

in many places to help those without transportation a safe way to travel through town. Our next 

project in this area will be adding sidewalks along Strong Blvd from Electric Street up to the 

High School area. We have been helping those who were adversely affected by the pandemic to 

catch up on Bills, rents or mortgages.  We are doing this through a grant we received for this 

purpose. We are taking on some big projects for sewer system repairs through some money we 

received from the American Recovery Plan.  

 

We have added a business to our Industrial Park which will produce quite a bit of revenue, we 

have had a business open recently that trains employees for work from home type work they 

anticipate this will put many people to work. They contract with very large companies, such 

Amazon type businesses, to train people to work for them. They have been successful 

throughout Oklahoma and Arkansas and have now moved into McAlester. Our LEAD team has 

put together, and our Council has passed, a job incentive program for Economic Development 

Director to have on hand when talking with potential businesses. We have a lot of really good 

things- happening and we haven't even talked about the growth we are seeing on the highway or 

downtown. Are we happy? Yes, we are . Are we satisfied? No. I see this as a beginning, a very 

good one, but just the beginning. We have wonderful things on the horizon. My thanks go out 

to the city administration and all the workers that keep us going. We have an incredible work 

force that routinely go above and beyond to do things right for the citizens. Thank you to the 

police and fire departments for all they do to keep our city safe. Finally thank to the council for 

the work they put in to make our city better.  We have moved things forward this past year, we 

go further next year and the year after  that. Yes, it has been a successful year and we are 

nowhere near finished. 

No action was taken on this item. 

 

2. Discuss and possible vote to accept request from Pittsburg County Commissioners 

requesting to deannex the EXPO Center.  (Ross Selman, Pittsburg County) 
Executive Summary 

Motion to a possible vote to accept request from Pittsburg County Commissioners requesting to deannex the Expo 

Center. 

 

Mayor Browne addressed the Council explaining why this item had been presented to the 

Council.  He stated that the County had requested to be de-annexed to avoid paying the 

stormwater fee.  They also stated that there was no stormwater infrastructure in that area so, any 

runoff could not infiltrate the stormwater system. 

 

There was discussion concerning the possibility of losing sales tax revenue, the amount of sales 

tax revenue that the County receives monthly compared to the amount of the monthly sales tax 

fee, de-annexing the Expo could open the City up to legal challenges, how non-profits inside 

City limits paying the stormwater fee, if the Hospital and OSP paid a stormwater fee, sending 

this to the Planning and Zoning Commission for consideration before any Council action and this 

fee not being a legitimate reason to de-annex. 

 

Attorney Hammons reviewed the opinion he had issued in December of 2021 regarding the 

stormwater fee and he informed the Council that any action taken at this meeting would not de-
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annex the Expo property.  He explained that there was a process to de-annex property and an 

ordinance had to be approved by the Council. 

 

A motion to send Pittsburg County Commissioner’s request to de-annex the Expo property to the 

McAlester Planning and Zoning Commission  for consideration was made by Councilman Smith 

and seconded by Councilman House.  There was no further discussion, and the vote was taken as 

follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, House, Boatright, Beaty, Roden & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  Vice-Mayor Stevens 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

3. Conduct a Public Hearing on structures deemed by City Staff to be dilapidated by reason 

of deterioration, age or obsolescence, inadequate provision of ventilation, light, air or 

sanitation, neglect, need of repair, or accumulation of debris, where the same constitutes 

a danger to the safety of the neighborhood and consider, and act upon a resolution 

declaring certain structures as dilapidated and detrimental to the health, safety or welfare 

of the general public. (Jayme Clifton, Community Development Director) 
Executive Summary 

Upon the conclusion of the Public Hearing, motion to approve a resolution declaring certain structures as dilapidated 

and detrimental to the health, safety, or welfare of the general public.     

 

Director Clifton addressed the Council explaining that this item was a return from the Council 

agenda on January 11, 2022, for condemnation of the property at 1500 S. George Nigh 

Expressway.  She commented that staff had spoken with the attorney, for the owner, Gary Wood 

on the 24th of January and it appeared that they had received bids from Flintco for renovation 

totaling $15 million and demolition bids ranging from $150 thousand to $300 thousand.  She 

added that the property is up for sale and have received an offer and they were asking that the 

City delay the condemnation until after the sale of the property. 

 

Gary Wood, 128 NW 12th Street, Oklahoma City, OK addressed the Council reviewing the 

information that was distributed.  He explained that his client was planning to sell the building 

and had received an offer that was less than the conservative figure.  He stated that his client was 

asking that the City not condemn the building and allow the property to be sold.  He then read 

from OK State Statutes addressing condemnation.  He stated that his client was asking for the 

City to not condemn and allow his client to secure the building or to condemn but allow his 

client time to sell the property before demolition. 

 

Mayor Browne stated that at least on two (2) occasions the City has had to order secured.  This 

property has been an ongoing problem for several years. 

 

A motion to approve Resolution No. 22-03, to condemn the structure at 1500 S. George Nigh 

Expressway was made by Vice-Mayor Stevens.  The motion was seconded by Councilman 

Beaty. 
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Before the vote, there was discussion regarding the demolition of the structure, Mr. Wood’s 

client being contacted repeatedly, the steps that had been followed to bring this property to this 

point, the securing of the structure not keeping the police department from having to respond to 

the property frequently and allowing the City Attorney to speak with Mr. Wood regarding the 

City’s position. 

 

There was no further discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Stevens, Beaty, Smith, House, Roden, Boatright & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None  

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

4. Consider, and act upon, authorizing the Mayor to sign the Work Order for Professional 

Services with Infrastructure Solutions Group, LLC in the amount of $139,400.00 for 

engineering services for DWSRF Project #9 Distribution Water System Improvements 

along 3rd Street from Electric Ave to Adams Ave.   (Jeb Jones, Public Works Director) 
Executive Summary 

Motion to authorize the Mayor to sign the Work Order for Professional Services with Infrastructure Solutions 

Group, LLC in the amount of $139,400.00 for engineering services for DWSRF Project #9 Distribution Water 

System Improvements along 3rd Street from Electric Ave to Adams Ave.    

 

Director Jones addressed the Council explaining that items four (4) through nine (9) were all 

projects that Infrastructure Solutions Group, LLC were working on for the City. 

 

Mayor Browne suggested giving the background on all four (4) projects at this time. 

 

Dale Burke, P.E. President Infrastructure Solutions Group, LLC addressed the Council stating 

that items four (4) through seven (7) were pretty much the same.  They were all projects 

connected to the $32.5 million water projects and were the next four (4) projects in line.  He 

stated that the first two (2) had been bid, the third (3rd) was ready, and they are waiting on the 

permit to do number four (4).  He stated that projects five (5), six (6), seven (7) and eight (8) 

were in design and ready to be submitted to DEQ.  He then briefly reviewed each of the four (4) 

projects. 

 

There was no further discussion, and a motion to authorize the Mayor to sign the Work Order for 

Professional Services with Infrastructure Solutions Group, LLC in the amount of $139,400.00 

for engineering services for DWSRF Project #9 Distribution Water System Improvements along 

3rd Street from Electric Ave to Adams Ave. was made by Councilman Smith.  The motion was 

seconded by Councilman Beaty, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Beaty, Stevens, House, Roden, Boatright & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 
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5. Consider, and act upon, authorizing the Mayor to sign the Work Order for Professional 

Services with Infrastructure Solutions Group, LLC in the amount of $150,800.00 for 

engineering services for DWSRF Project #10 Distribution Water System Improvements 

along Kiamichi Drive and Carl Albert Parkway. (Jeb Jones, Public Works Director)  
Executive Summary 

Motion to authorize the Mayor to sign the Work Order for Professional Services with Infrastructure Solutions 

Group, LLC in the amount of $150,800.00 for engineering services for DWSRF Project #10 Distribution Water 

System Improvements along Kiamichi Drive and Carl Albert Parkway. 

 

There was no discussion, and a motion to authorize the Mayor to sign the Work Order for 

Professional Services with Infrastructure Solutions Group, LLC in the amount of $150,800.00 

for engineering services for DWSRF Project #10 Distribution Water System Improvements 

along Kiamichi Drive and Carl Albert Parkway was made by Councilman Smith.  The motion 

was seconded by Councilman House, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, House, Roden, Boatright, Beaty, Stevens & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None  

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

6. Motion to authorize the Mayor to sign the Work Order for Professional Services in the 

amount of $115,300.00 with Infrastructure Solutions Group, LLC for engineering 

services for the DWSRF Project #11 Distribution Water System Improvements along 

Park Avenue from 7th to 11th Street.  (Jeb Jones, Public Works Director) 
Executive Summary 

Motion to authorize the Mayor to sign the Work Order for Professional Services in the amount of $115,300.00 with 

Infrastructure Solutions Group, LLC for engineering services for the DWSRF Project #11 Distribution Water 

System Improvements along Park Avenue from 7th to 11th Street. 

 

Councilman Boatright asked if this project started at Park and 7th Street. 

 

Mr. Burke stated that he wasn’t sure about the issues but when this line was looked at previously, 

there were a lot of concerns. 

 

Director Jones stated that it was the area and problem. 

 

There was no further discussion, and a motion to authorize the Mayor to sign the Work Order for 

Professional Services in the amount of $115,300.00 with Infrastructure Solutions Group, LLC 

for engineering services for the DWSRF Project #11 Distribution Water System Improvements 

along Park Avenue from 7th to 11th Street was made by Councilman Smith.  The motion was 

seconded by Councilman Boatright, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Stevens, House, Roden, Beaty & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 
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7. Consider and act upon authorizing the Mayor to sign the Work Order for Professional 

Services with Infrastructure Solutions Group, LLC in the amount of $101,700.00 for 

engineering services for DWSRF Project #12 Distribution Water System Improvements 

along South Main Street/Business 69B Highway. (Jeb Jones, Public Works Director) 
Executive Summary 

Motion to authorize the Mayor to sign the Work Order for Professional Services with Infrastructure Solutions 

Group, LLC in the amount of $101,700.00 for engineering services for DWSRF Project #12 Distribution Water 

System Improvements along South Main Street/Business 69B Highway.  

 

There was no discussion, and a motion to authorize the Mayor to sign the Work Order for 

Professional Services with Infrastructure Solutions Group, LLC in the amount of $101,700.00 

for engineering services for DWSRF Project #12 Distribution Water System Improvements 

along South Main Street/Business 69B Highway was made by Councilman Boatright.  The 

motion was seconded by Councilman House, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Boatright, House, Stevens, Roden, Beaty, Smith & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None  

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

8. Consider and act upon, authorizing the Mayor to sign the Contractor’s Final Pay No. 4 

and Certificate of Substantial Completion for the contract with ML Young Contracting, 

LLC for the McAlester Water Treatment Plant Clarifier Drive Rebuild and accept the 

project as completed. (Jeb Jones, Public Works Director) 
Executive Summary 

Motion to authorize the Mayor to sign the Contractor’s Final Pay No. 4 in the amount of $8541.85 and the 

Certificate of Substantial Completion for the contract with ML Young Contracting, LLC for The McAlester Water 

Treatment Plant Clarifier Drive Rebuild and accept the project as completed.  

 

Dale Burke, P.E. President Infrastructure Solutions Group, LLC addressed the Council 

explaining that this was the final pay application for the Clarifier No. 3 Rebuild.  He stated that 

all deficiencies had been addressed during the final inspection and the project was 100% 

complete. 

 

Mayor Browne stated that the structurally the water treatment plant was sitting pretty well. 

 

There was no further discussion, and a motion to authorize the sign the Contractor’s Final Pay 

No. 4 in the amount of $8541.85 and the Certificate of Substantial Completion for the contract 

with ML Young Contracting, LLC for The McAlester Water Treatment Plant Clarifier Drive 

Rebuild and accept the project as completed was made by Councilman Boatright.   The motion 

was seconded by Councilman Smith, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Boatright, Smith, House, Roden, Beaty, Stevens & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 
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9. Consider, and act upon, authorizing the Mayor to sign and authorize Change Order No. 

One (1) $20,332.67 for Connally Sewer Phase III. (Jeb Jones, Public Works Director) 
Executive Summary 

Staff recommends a motion to authorize the Mayor to sign Change Order No. One (1) $20,332.67 for Connally 

Sewer Phase III. 

 

Robert Vaughan, P.E. Branch Manager Infrastructure Solutions Group, LLC addressed the 

Council explaining the issues with this area of the sewer line in the Connally Addition.  He 

reviewed how this issue would be corrected and commented that there shouldn’t be any further 

issues with the water and sewer lines.  He added that the this Change Order was for labor and the 

City was purchasing all of the materials. 

 

After a brief discussion, concerning the flow of the sewer line and if the planned correction 

would fix the problem a motion to authorize the Mayor to sign and authorize Change Order No. 

One (1) $20,332.67 for Connally Sewer Phase III was made by  Councilman House.  The motion 

was seconded by Councilman Smith, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers House, Smith, Roden, Boatright, Beaty, Stevens & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

10. Consider, and act upon, approving the DATAMARK Contract, GIS/Data Management 

Service Company. (Shawn Smith, 911 Manager) 
Executive Summary 

Motion to accept the DATAMARK Contract.  

 

911 Manager Smith addressed the Council explaining that this would update the 911 system at 

the McAlester/Pittsburg County 911 Center.  She stated that the State of Oklahoma was moving 

to NG911 (Next Generation 911) and this update would become mandatory at some point.  She 

explained that the update would allow the Center to submit the additional, required, and properly 

formatted address data to the NG-911 Clearinghouse and would enhance emergency number 

services.  She added that the Oklahoma 911 Management Authority currently had grant money 

available to 911 Centers to assist with the technology update and the grant would only require a 

20% match or $5,000.00. 

 

After a brief discussion concerning the enhancements, how soon the updates could be installed 

and how long it would take to complete the installation a motion to approve the DATAMARK 

Contract in the amount of $25,000.00 was made by Councilman Smith.  The motion was 

seconded by Councilman Boatright, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Beaty, Stevens, House, Roden & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 



February 8, 2022                Regular Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 12 of 16 

Mayor Browne stated that after consulting with Attorney Hammons he was moving to reopen 

Item 3 which was a Public Hearing on structures deemed by City Staff to be dilapidated.  The 

motion was seconded by Councilman House, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers House, Beaty, Smith, Roden, Boatright & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  Vice-Mayor Stevens 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

Attorney Hammons stated that the motion to condemn was approved but did not contain a time 

of when that was to occur.  He asked the Council that the motion include the time the demolition 

was to be completed. 

 

There was discussion concerning the time period in the City’s normal process of condemnation. 

 

A motion to allow ninety (90) days to demolish the structure at 1500 South George Nigh 

Expressway was made by Vice-Mayor Stevens. 

 

There was discussion concerning what was being required with this motion and Attorney 

Hammons clarified that this was to have the owner of the property tear the structure down in 

ninety (90) days or the City would tear it down. 

 

The motion was seconded by Councilman Smith. 

 

Before the vote, there was discussion concerning how much the City would be willing to spend 

to demolish the structure and attach a lien on the property, the process the staff normally 

followed with condemnations, when the City would be legally obligated to demolish the 

structure, if the City could use the demolition bids received by the property owner, if the 

concrete slab would be required to be removed and returning the property to its’ natural state. 

 

There was no further discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Stevens, Smith, House, Roden, Boatright, Beaty & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None  

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

11. Consider, and act upon a resolution supporting an application to the Recreational Trails 

Program from the City of McAlester to refurbish the trail at William P. Mullen Park. 

(Stephanie Giacomo, Grants Administrator) 
Executive Summary 

Staff recommends approval of the resolution towards the William P. Mullen Park Trail proposal. 

 

Grants Administrator Giacomo addressed the Council explaining that the trail at Mullen Park 

was in decline and needed to be updated.  She stated that this would fall in line with the splash 

pad that had been approved.  She added that the application to the Oklahoma Department of 
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Tourism and Recreation Department Division of State Parks Federal Grants Section Recreational 

Trails Program would provide eighty percent (80%) of the funding, if successful, with twenty 

percent (20%) paid for by local resources. 

 

After a brief discussion concerning the condition of the road by the park, the amount that would 

be required as the City’s match and the trail being rebuilt and improved, a motion to approve 

Resolution No. 22-04, supporting application to the Recreational Trails Program from the City of 

McAlester to refurbish the trail at William P. Mullen Park was made by Vice-Mayor Stevens.  

The motion was seconded by Councilman Boatright, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Stevens, Boatright, Roden, Beaty, Smith, House & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None  

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

12. Discussion, and possible action, on approval of certain costs related to the Fire 

Department. Funds to be used from the City of McAlester’s Fire Department’s portion of 

the county quarter cent excise tax for fire services. (Brett Brewer, Fire Chief) 
Executive Summary 

Motion to approve the purchase of fire hose to be used on the Fire Engines. Purchases to be made with Funds from 

the City of McAlester’s Fire Department’s portion of the county quarter cent excise tax for fire services.  

 

Chief Brewer addressed the Council explaining that when this item was submitted, he had only 

received one quote for the fire hose he was asking to purchase.  He stated that he had received a 

call from another vendor that could provide the hose in a timely manner and at a substantially 

lower cost.  He then requested that this item be pulled and he would resubmit it with the proper 

documentation. 

 

No action was taken and the item was pulled. 

 

13. Consider and act upon, approval of the annual Utility Rate Increase based on this year’s 

Consumer Price Index of 7.0% (Sherri Swift, Chief Financial Officer) 
Executive Summary 

Staff recommends accepting the implementation of the Utility Rate Increase based on this year’s CPI. 

 

CFO Swift addressed the Council explaining that in accordance with the Utility Rate Ordinances 

the City of McAlester’s Utility rates were adjusted annually per the Consumer Price Index (CPI).  

She explained that based on the CPI on January 1, 2022 this year’s increase was seven percent 

(7%).  She added that this was the highest increase she had seen. 

 

There was discussion concerning the increase, how this increase was affected by inflation, 

customers that were living on fixed income, increasing only 3.5% and reviewing in six (6) 

months, the costs of everything going up and what could have affected the CPI a motion to 

approve a rate increase of three percent (3%) and re-evaluate in six (6) months was made by 

Councilman Boatright.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Roden, and the vote was taken 

as follows: 
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AYE:  Councilmembers Boatright, Roden, Stevens, House, Beaty & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  Councilman Smith 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

14. Consider and act upon, an Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 27187 which established 

the budget for fiscal year 2021-2022; repealing all conflicting ordinances; providing for a 

severability clause; and declaring an emergency.  (Sherri Swift, Chief Financial Officer) 
Executive Summary 

A motion to approve the budget amendment ordinance. 

 

CFO Swift addressed the Council stating that some of the amendments were from the Mid-Year 

Review, while others were to allocate funds for future projects and the DWSRF projects, 

appropriate funds to offset the expense of the Brush Chipper and begin the repayment of funds 

into the Emergency Fund. 

 

ORDINANCE  NO. 2741  

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF McALESTER, OKLAHOMA, AMENDING 

ORDINANCE NO. 2718 WHICH ESTABLISHED THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 

2021-2022; REPEALING ALL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR A 

SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

There was no discussion, and a motion to approve ORDINANCE NO. 2741, amending FY 

2021/2022 Budget was made by Councilman Smith.  The motion was seconded by Councilman 

Boatright, and the vote was taken as follows; 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Stevens, House, Roden, Beaty & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None  

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

A motion to approve the EMERGENCY CLAUSE was made by Councilman Smith and 

seconded by Councilman Boatright.  There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, House, Roden, Beaty, Stevens & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None  

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

15. Consider and act upon, approval of the Executive Search Firm RFP # 2022-001. 

(Michelle Daniels, HR Manager) 
Executive Summary 

A motion to approve Executive Search Firm RFP#2022-001. 

 

CFO Swift addressed the Council presenting the draft for the Executive Search firm. 
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Mayor Browne explained that this was not to select the firm but to submit the RFP and receive 

information from firms.  He stated that the RFPs would be received and opened on March 3, 

2022 and then the Committee, consisting of himself, Councilman Smith and Councilman 

Boatright would go through the RFPs and then make a recommendation to the Council at the 

following Council meeting. 

 

Mayor Browne moved to approve the Executive Search Firm RFP #2022-001.  The motion was 

seconded by Councilman House, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers House, Roden, Boatright, Beaty, Smith & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  Vice-Mayor Stevens 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

New Business 
Any matter not known, or which could not have been reasonably foreseen prior to the time of posting the Agenda in 

accordance with Sec. 311.9, Title 25, Oklahoma State Statutes. 

 

There was no new business. 

 

City Manager’s Report 

• Report on activities for the past two weeks. 

 

Manager Stasiak reported that the storm that came through the City last week was not as bad as 

projected.  He stated that City crews were well prepared.  He thanked the Streets and Utility 

Maintenance crews for the work that they did.  He informed the Council that the CIP would be 

presented in March and then immediately following the staff would begin working on the next 

fiscal year budget.  He then informed them that Director Jones had accepted the City Manager’s 

position at Eufaula.  He then thanked Vice-Mayor Stevens for his service to the City while on the 

Council. 

 

Remarks and Inquiries by City Council 

 

Vice-Mayor Stevens asked how the streets were picked to be plowed and salted.  He asked if 

some of the business districts could be added to that schedule. 

 

Manager Stasiak stated that the arterial streets, ambulance routes to the Hospital and fire routes 

were priority and there had been maps in place for several years that prioritized how the roads 

were addressed during snow and ice events.  He commented that in the future the city would get 

to those areas and help. 

 

Vice-Mayor Stevens then introduced Brian Flynn as the new Chamber of Commerce Director.  

He then thanked the City for its’ support of the Dancing Rabbit Festival and Manager Stasiak, 

City staff and the Council. 
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Councilmen Smith, House, Roden, Boatright and Beaty did not have any comments for the 

evening. 

 

Mayor’s Comments and Committee Appointments 

 

Mayor Browne thanked Director Jones for his work at the City and wished him luck.  He 

welcomed Brian Flynn.  He expressed his appreciation to Vice-Mayor Stevens for his work.  He 

commented on the elections and commended the candidates for their clean campaigns. 

 

Recess Council Meeting 

 

Councilman Beaty moved to recess the Regular Meeting and convene the Authorities. The 

motion was seconded by Councilman Boatright, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Beaty, Boatright, Roden, Smith, Stevens, House & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried and the meeting was recessed at 7:41 P.M. 

 

Reconvene Council Meeting 

 

The Regular Meeting was reconvened at 7:42 P.M. 

 

Adjournment 

 

There being no further business to come before the Council, Vice-Mayor Stevens moved for the 

meeting to be adjourned. The motion was seconded by Councilman House. 

 

There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Stevens, House, Boatright, Beaty, Smith, Roden & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the meeting was adjourned at 7:43 P.M. 

 

 

                    __________________________ 

ATTEST:                 John Browne, Mayor 

 

 

____________________________    

Cora Middleton, City Clerk 


